Delivering safe navigation

through Europe’s busiest waters

Our mission is to provide professional Deep Sea Pilotage and
Navigation Services that reduce risk and safeguard vessels,
crew, and cargo. We ensure every voyage is completed
safely, efficiently, and in full compliance with international
regulations.

seapilots@dscp.net
+44 (0) 1474 814444

www.dscp.net



years. Founded in 1960 with operations based
in Brixham, Devon, UK, we are one of Europe's
longest-established providers of deep sea

pilotage services.

We guide vessels through some of the world's
busiest, narrowest, and most challenging
waterways including the English Channel, North
Sea, and Dover Straits where traffic density
regularly exceeds 500 vessel movements a day.

We routinely board vessels via launch off Brixham,

UK or Cherbourg, France, for vessels entering or
exiting the English Channel.

Our role is to deliver precise, professional
navigation and pilotage that minimises risk,
protects your crew and cargo, and ensures your
vessel reaches its destination safely, efficiently,
and in full compliance with international
regulations.

Quality, Safety & Sustainability

Over the decades, we have built long-standing
relationships with shipowners, operators,
charterers, and port authorities worldwide. Our
reputation is based on:

+ Proven safety records on always providing
safe transit.

+ Rapid response capability with pilots on
standby 24/7.

+ Operational knowledge of every mgjor
approach, port, and anchorage in Northwest
Europe.

+ Recognition and recommendation by P&l
clubs, classification societies, and the UK
Government maritime guidance as a best
practice for high-risk passages.

Our pilots are more than navigators, they are
specialists in risk mitigation, working seamlessly
with bridge teams to deliver safe, compliant, and
commercially efficient voyages.

Our company is ISO 9001:2015 Quality Management Certified, audited annually by Lloyd's Register of

London. This formal framework ensures that every aspect of our operation , from pilot assignment to voyage

reporting, is managed with precision, consistency, and continuous improvement.

We integrate safety and environmental responsibility into every passage plan:

-+ Advising on fuel-efficient routing to reduce emissions and operating costs.

- Helping vessels comply with IMO emission control areas (ECAs) and MARPOL Annex VI regulations.

+ Avoiding environmentally sensitive areas where possible.



Pilots with Master's Experience

Every deep sea pilot is licensed by Trinity House,
the UK's authority for deep sea pilotage, under a
scheme recognised by the International Maritime
Organisation (IMO) and regulated by the UK
Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA).

Before qualifying, each pilot must:

- Hold a Master (Unlimited) Certificate of
Competency.

+ Have a minimum of three years’ command
experience.

- Pass rigorous specialist training and
examinations.

- Undergo annual revalidation to maintain the
highest level of operational standards.

This depth of experience ensures our pilots have
expert local knowledge of routes, as well as
covering traffic separation schemes, tidal patterns,
VTS protocols, buoyage systems, and region-
specific hazards. They are familiar with all major
ports such as Rotterdam, Hamburg, Antwerp,
Bremerhaven, Le Havre, Southampton, Bristol,
Felixstowe, London Gateway, Dunkirk, as well as
Baltic approaches to Skagen and Gothenburg.

Strategic Locations, 24/7 Coverage

We provide flexible pilot boarding at key
strategic points, ensuring we can join your vessel
before the most challenging legs of the passage:
- Brixham, UK - English Channel entry for North
& Southbound transits.

- Cherbourg, France - Boarding for northbound
English Channel transits.

- Skaw/Skagen, Denmark - Gateway between
North Sea & Baltic Sea.

- Alongside at Northwest European ports -
For vessels already alongside and requiring
pilotage services for their onwards rotation.

This geographic spread allows us to cover the
English Channel, Dover Strait, and North Sea
without delay, giving you operational flexibility
whether your vessel is on a fixed schedule or an
ad-hoc routing.



specialised Deep Sea Pilotage services for vessels
transiting the English Channel, Dover Strait and
the North Sea, some of the most congested

and complex maritime routes in the world. With
over 500 vessel movements daily, dense Traffic
Separation Schemes (TSS), variable weather
conditions, high volumes of fishing traffic, and

expanding offshore infrastructure, navigating
these waters demands expert knowledge and
experience.

Our Trinity House-licensed deep sea pilots are
all former Masters, each with a minimum of three
years' command experience before undergoing
specialist training and examination. This gives
them a deep, practical understanding of regional
navigation, buoyage systems, regulations, and
environmental risks. They integrate seamlessly
with bridge teams, providing real-time
navigational expertise and reducing pressure on
the Master, particularly during high-risk or fatigue-
prone transits.

who combine real-world command experience
with in-depth training in deep sea pilotage.

Each pilot is licensed by Trinity House, under a
scheme recognised by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) and regulated by the UK
Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA).

Through their expertise, our pilots are uniquely
positioned to:

- Enhance navigational safety through precise
local knowledge

- Support safe and efficient passage planning
in busy waters

- Reduce fatigue and pressure on the Master
and bridge team

- Strengthen situational awareness and
teamwork on the bridge

- Ensure compliance with rest-hour
regulations

- Act as an impartial, experienced advisor in
high-risk situations

- Facilitate knowledge transfer and training for
bridge teams, supporting onboard learning
and continuous improvement in safety
culture

Industry Recognition & Regulatory Alignment

Our services are supported by international
maritime guidance and recommended best
practices, including:
- IMO Resolution A.486(XIl) - Recommends the
use of deep sea pilots for transits through the
English Channel and North Sea

- MCA MGN 506(M) - UK Government guidance
on deep sea pilotage in the North Sea, English
Channel, and Skagerrak

- P&l Clubs and Classification Societies - Many
insurers and class bodies advise the use of
deep sea pilots as a risk reduction measure



Safety, Efficiency, Compliance, and

Crew Development

When transiting the English Channel, Dover Strait,
or North Sea, your vessel faces a unique mix of
navigational hazards: high vessel density, narrow
Traffic Separation Schemes (TSS), unpredictable
weather, offshore wind farms, oil and gas
platforms, and concentrated fishing activity. Our
Trinity House-licensed Deep Sea Pilots provide
tangible, measurable advantages for shipowners,
operators, and Masters.

Increased Navigational Safety

+ Real-Time Local Intelligence - Immediate
awareness of buoyage changes, TSS
adjustments, and region-specific hazards.

- Collision Risk Reduction - Expert
manoeuvring advice in some of the world's
busiest shipping lanes.

- High-Risk Area Management - Guidance
in choke points like the Dover Strait, where
margins for error are minimal.

- Close-Quarters Navigation Expertise -
Reduces the likelihood of incidents, near-
misses, or costly delays.

Passage Planning & Fuel Efficiency

- Optimised Routing - Identifying the safest,

shortest, and most efficient track for your
VESSE

+ Fuel & Emissions Savings - Lower bunker

consumption through optimised speed and
tidal planning.

- Reduced Port Costs - Use of safe drift and

anchorage zones outside port limits to avoid
unnecessary charges.

- Seamless Integration - Liaison with VTS,

Ship Reporting Systems (SRS), and Channel
Navigation Information Services for smoother
compliance.

Fatigue Management & Compliance

- Master Relief During Critical Phases -

Allowing the Master to focus on strategic
decision-making and operational oversight.

- Hours of Rest Compliance - Support in

meeting STCW work/rest hour requirements.

- Reduced Pressure on Small Crews -

Particularly vital for vessels with minimal
manning levels.

- Operational Readiness on Arrival - Crew are

rested and better prepared for demanding port
operations.



- Reduced Insurance Exposure - [ ower
risk profile recognised by P&l Clubs and
Classification Societies.

- Avoidance of Incidents & Delays - Preventing
costly diversions, repairs, or reputational
damage.

- Charter Party Compliance - Meeting or
exceeding voyage performance terms.

- Improved Commercial Reputation -
Demonstrating proactive safety measures to
charterers and stakeholders.

Environmental Responsibility

- Lower Carbon Footprint - Efficient routing and
optimised speed profiles reduce emissions.

- Pollution Prevention - Minimising risk of
groundings, collisions, or anchor damage to
subsea assets.

- Compliance with ESG Policies - Supporting
owner and charterer environmental
commitments.

- Protection of Sensitive Areas - Avoiding
marine protected zones and environmentally
vulnerable regions.

Pilot Boarding Locations & Flexibility

Development

- On-the-Job Training - Pilots actively mentor
junior officers and newly appointed Masters
during live navigation.

- Bridge Resource Management (BRM) -
Improved coordination and communication
between bridge team members.

- Long-Term Safety Culture - [ essons learned
during pilotage remain embedded in bridge
team practice.

- Confidence Building - Officers gain experience
in complex, high-traffic navigation under expert
guidance.

Example: A first-trip Chief Officer on an LNG
carrier gained critical familiarity with North
Sea offshore wind farm layouts under a pilot's
guidance - later applying this knowledge to
independent passages without incident.

We offer flexible boarding via launch at key locations along the approaches to the English Channel and

North Sea:

- Brixham, UK (for vessels <18m draft)
50° 25.00'N - 3° 25.70'W

- Brixham, UK (for vessels >18m draft)
50° 23.87'N - 3° 22.68'W

- Cherbourg, France (3NM)
49° 43.5’'N - 1° 42.0'W

- Cherbourg, France (7NM)
49° 47.5'N - 1° 39.0'W

- Skagen (Skaw), Denmark

- 57° 46.5'N - 10° 46.0'E



At Deep Sea and Coastal Pilots Ltd, we offer
bespoke Navigational Audit services designed

to help forward-thinking shipping companies
assess, benchmark, and elevate their navigational
standards.

Leveraging the extensive experience of our Trinity
House-licensed Deep Sea Pilots, each with years
of command-level experience at sea, we deliver
comprehensive, insight-driven audits that support
safer operations and continuous improvement.

Knowledge & Experience

Master Mariners. Real-Time Evaluation.

Our audits are conducted by seasoned Pilots
who bring years of practical leadership at sea.
Their direct involvement on the bridge provides
a unique vantage point allowing them to observe
real-time operations while participating in them.

This dual perspective enables our pilots to
evaluate bridge procedures, navigation planning,
and Bridge Team Management (BTM) with

a critical yet constructive eye. The result are
detailed, actionable reports that help identify
areas for improvement and reinforce navigational
best practices across your fleet.

TMSA Navigational Safety Audits

For tanker operators engaged in the OCIMF
Tanker Management and Self-Assessment
(TMSA) program, our navigational audit services
provide expert, independent evaluation
specifically tailored to Element 5: Navigational
Safety.

This element addresses the critical aspects of
safe navigation, helping companies ensure that
bridge operations, navigational procedures, and
team management meet or exceed industry
standards. Our audits examine:

+ Bridge Team Management and Communication
- Voyage Planning and Execution

- Use and Maintenance of Navigational
Equipment

- Compliance with Company and Regulatory
Navigational Procedures

+ Risk Management and Decision-Making on the
Bridge
- Training and Competency of Navigational
Personnel
By concentrating on these areas, our audits
help tanker operators identify strengths
and improvement opportunities to enhance
navigational safety and operational reliability.
Completing external navigational audits as part
of TMSA supports operators in progressing
towards higher program levels and demonstrates
a genuine commitment to safe and professional
vessel management, qualities that charterers
increasingly seek.



Pilots Who Know the Seas
and the Vessels:

Our navigational audits are performed by Trinity
House-certified deep sea pilots who bring
invaluable hands-on command experience and
intimate knowledge of local and international
navigation challenges. This expertise ensures
your audit is grounded in practical reality, not just
theoretical assessment.

Integrated Pilotage & Auditing
Services:

Unlike stand-alone auditors, our pilots often
conduct audits alongside their primary role

of providing pilotage services. This unique
positioning offers a live, immersive insight into
vessel operations during transit, enabling a
richer, more accurate audit informed by real-time
observations.

Practical, Actionable
Recommendations:

Our dual role allows us to identify not only
compliance gaps but also subtle operational
inefficiencies and risk factors, giving you
clear, actionable guidance to improve safety,
performance, and crew competence.

Enhanced Credibility with
Charterers & Regulators:

Having audits conducted by licensed deep sea
pilots enhances the credibility and weight of your
safety management credentials, helping your
company stand out during inspections, audits, and
commercial negotiations.

Streamlined Communication and
Scheduling:

Combining pilotage and auditing services reduces
the need for additional external auditors onboard,
cutting down on scheduling complexities and
minimizing disruption to your vessel's operations.
There are also cost savings to be made in terms
of travelling expenses and additional embarkation
and disembarkation arrangements.



Expertise Backed by Industry-

Recognized Certification

All our Deep Sea Pilots are ex-masters with a
minimum of three years’ command experience
before joining our team. Beyond holding their
Trinity House certification as a licensed Deep Sea
Pilot, our pilots assigned to this work have also
completed a Navigational Assessor Course with
the Nautical Institute or DNV, equipping them
with the additional skills required to conduct
professional, impartial navigational assessments/
audits. This combination of hands-on command
experience, and formal assessor training, ensures
our assessments are both practical and aligned
with industry standards.

Commercial Advantage

Shipping companies that demonstrate a consistent
commitment to navigational safety and transparent
reporting often benefit from:

- Improved chartering prospects
- Reduced inspection durations

- Stronger commercial differentiation in a competitive
market

In today's environment, charterers demand more than
operational capability, they look for evidence-based
standards and a culture of continuous improvement.
High-quality, third-party audits can serve as a key
differentiator, moving negotiations beyond price alone.

TMSA External Navigational Safety Audits are also a
critical component in achieving Level 4 status within
the TMSA program, positioning operators to attract
charterers who are willing to invest in reliability, safety,
and long-term performance.



Protecting offshore assets, ensuring safe navigation, and

safeguarding the environment

The rapid expansion of oil and gas exploration,
offshore wind farms, and subsea infrastructure
in the North Sea has brought new challenges
for maritime safety. With commercial shipping
routes often intersecting with sensitive

offshore operations, there is a growing need for
specialised traffic management that combines
navigational expertise, operational authority, and
environmental stewardship.

At Deep Sea & Coastal Pilots, our licensed
Trinity House pilots provide offshore Vessel
Traffic Services that protect high-value assets,
minimise downtime, and ensure compliance with

international safety and environmental regulations.

We operate in alignment with IMO safety
recommendations and integrate seamlessly with
UK MCA and national Coastguard procedures.

Pilot-Based Traffic Management

Unlike standard guard vessels, our offshore VTS
service is delivered by fully qualified Deep Sea
Pilots, all of whom have:
- Extensive navigational expertise through
their role as a Deep Sea Pilot and previous
experience as a master.

+ Their own independent navigation and
communications equipment, which is ideal
when onboard space is limited

- A proven track record working with guard
vessels, offshore operators, and Coast guard
authorities

We always provide two pilots per project,
ensuring 24/7 coverage with zero fatigue risk.
This means one pilot is always on duty while the
other rests, guaranteeing continuous operational
vigilance.



Benefits of Offshore VTS

Advanced Reporting &
Communication

We handle all required reporting to authorities,
ensuring full compliance while freeing up your
crew to focus on core operations.

Proven Operational Authority

Our pilots hold authority as a certified Deep Sea
Pilot to direct vessels away from sensitive areas,
a crucial advantage over standard guard vessel
crews.

Early Risk Detection

With decades of navigational experience, our
pilots identify and respond to risks early, reducing
the likelihood of costly incidents.

Regulatory & Environmental
Compliance

Operate in line with IMO, MCA, and OSPAR
requirements while protecting valuable marine
habitats and avoiding penalties for environmental
breaches.

Reduced Costs & Downtime

Minimise operational delays and avoid costly
repairs or replacement of subsea infrastructure
through proactive vessel interception and route
management.

Crew Focus & Project Efficiency

With traffic management handled by our team,
your crew can focus entirely on the project at
hand, reducing distraction-related errors and
improving on-time delivery.



Here to assist you

24 hOlll‘S a day, 7 days | WCCk.

In partnership with Deep Sea & Coastal Pilots. Brixham Ship
Agency Services (BSAS) provides a comprehensive range of
ship agency, offshore support, and marine logistics services for
vessels operating off the South Coast of the United Kingdom.

www.brixhamshipagency.co.uk

ops@brixhamshipagency.co.uk

+44 (0) 1803 220696



Operating from Brixham, BSAS supports vessels
transiting the English Channel and operating
throughout Torbay, Lyme Bay, and surrounding UK
and North-West European waters. Our services

are designed to support vessels efficiently while
they remain offshore, reducing operational
disruption, avoiding unnecessary port entry and
fees, and maintaining schedule flexibility.

With extensive local knowledge and a strong
operational presence in the region, BSAS delivers
services with a consistent focus on efficiency,
reliability, flexibility, and clear communication.
Every operation is tailored to the specific
requirements of the vessel, taking into account
vessel type, draft, schedule, weather conditions,
and regulatory considerations.

Our service offering includes crew changes and
personnel transfers, offshore launch services,
deep sea and local pilotage, harbour pilot
transfers, provisions and stores, fresh fish and crab
supply, commercial diving services, cruise ship
agency support, and a wide range of bespoke
maritime support services.

Why Brixham?

Brixham offers a unique combination of strategic
location, sheltered waters, accessibility, and
operational flexibility, making it one of the most
effective offshore service locations on the South
Coast of the UK for vessels trading in UK and
North-West European waters.

Situated at the western entrance and exit of

the English Channel, Brixham allows vessels to
utilise agency and offshore services with minimal
deviation from main shipping routes. This enables
vessels to receive essential support without the
delays, congestion, and costs associated with full
port entry.

The area benefits from a range of natural and
operational advantages, including:

- A deep-water anchorage outside port limits,
suitable for a wide range of commercial vessel
types.

- The Lyme Bay deep-draft anchorage (BA Chart
26), supporting larger and deeper-draft vessels.

- A sheltered anchorage within Torbay, suitable
for surveys, inspections, and minor repair works
(maximum draft 9.5m).

- Natural protection from prevailing weather,
providing reliable operating conditions
throughout the year.

These features make Brixham particularly well
suited for crew changes, pilot embarkation and
disembarkation, launch operations, offshore
provisioning, diving inspections, and vessels
awaiting orders or weather windows.



independent, owner-managed ship agency
providing professional, reliable, and responsive
vessel support services from one of the most
strategically positioned locations on the South
Coast of the UK.

With nearly 20 years of operational experience,
our team has developed an in-depth
understanding of the local maritime environment,
including anchorages, boarding positions,
weather patterns, tidal constraints, and regulatory
frameworks. This experience enables BSAS

to anticipate challenges and deliver practical
solutions, rather than generic agency responses.

Integrated Group Structure

BSAS operates within the same group as Deep
Sea & Coastal Pilots Ltd (DSCP), our Deep Sea
Pilotage and Navigational Services division.

A single operations team works across both
businesses, coordinating:

-+ Ship agency services
- Offshore launch operations
- Deep sea pilotage
- Harbour pilot transfers
This integrated approach ensures:
- Efficient planning and execution
+ Reduced operational and scheduling risk
+ Clear lines of responsibility and communication

+ Seamless service delivery across multiple
disciplines
Our operations team is available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, ensuring consistent support
regardless of time zone or vessel schedule.

s long-standing presence in Brixham
provides detailed, first-hand knowledge of:

- Offshore and in-bay anchorages
- Launch and pilot boarding positions

- Local weather patterns and shelter
characteristics

- Tidal conditions and navigational constraints

- Pilotage, immigration, Border Force, and port
authority requirements

This local insight allows BSAS to provide informed,
practical advice, ensuring solutions are tailored to
the operational profile of each vessel rather than
applying a one-size-fits-all approach.

We place strong emphasis on long-term working
relationships, built on trust, reliability, and
consistent service delivery. Our aim is to act not
Jjust as an agent, but as a trusted local partner
supporting safe, efficient, and cost-effective vessel
operations.



vessel operators a reliable, experienced, and fully
integrated offshore support partner, combining
local expertise with coordinated service delivery.

Strategic English Channel
Location

Operating from Brixham allows BSAS clients to
access comprehensive ship agency and offshore
services with minimal deviation from main English
Channel shipping lanes, helping to reduce time
loss, fuel consumption, and port-related costs.

Sheltered Offshore Operations

The natural shelter provided by Torbay and
surrounding waters enables safe and reliable
offshore operations, even during periods of
adverse or changeable weather. This supports
consistent crew changes, pilot transfers, launch
services, provisioning, and inspection activities.

Integrated Agency &
Pilotage Services

BSAS operates within the same group as Deep
Sea & Coastal Pilots Ltd (DSCP). This integrated
structure allows ship agency services, launch
coordination, and pilotage to be managed through
a single, experienced operations team, reducing
complexity and improving operational efficiency.

With almost two decades of experience
operating in the region, BSAS brings in-depth
local knowledge of anchorages, boarding areas,
weather behaviour, tidal considerations, and
regulatory requirements, allowing us to provide
practical and informed advice tailored to each
vessel.

24/7 Operational Support

Our operations team is available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, providing continuous support and
rapid response to changing schedules, weather
developments, or short-notice operational
requirements.

Flexible Offshore Service
Delivery

By delivering services offshore wherever possible,
BSAS enables vessels to avoid port entry, reduce
costs, and maintain schedule flexibility, while

still receiving a full range of professional agency
support.

A Trusted Local Partner

From routine agency services to time-critical,
weather-sensitive operations, BSAS is trusted
by vessel masters, operators, and technical
managers to deliver safe, efficient, and
dependable service.



Changes

Brixham Ship Agency Services (BSAS) provides
a fully managed, end-to-end crew change and
personnel transfer service, supporting vessels
operating offshore, at anchor, or transiting the
English Channel and surrounding waters.

Each crew change is planned and executed by
our experienced operations team, with a strong
focus on safety, compliance, efficiency, and
minimal disruption to vessel operations. BSAS acts
as a single point of contact for vessel masters,
operators, crewing departments, and shore-based
stakeholders throughout the process.

Comprehensive Crew Change
Management

BSAS manages all aspects of crew changes
from initial planning through to final embarkation
and disembarkation. This includes detailed
coordination of timings, documentation, and
logistics to ensure smooth and reliable transfers.
Our services include:
- Boarding and landing of crew via offshore
launch, allowing vessels to remain at anchor or
underway

- Immigration and UK Border Force coordination,
ensuring all regulatory and entry requirements
are met

- Arrangement of hotels, taxis, flights, and
onward travel, tailored to individual crew
itineraries

Our dedicated launch is capable of carrying up to
10 passengers per trip, enabling safe and efficient
personnel transfers, even during periods of
changeable weather.



- Avoid port entry delays and berth congestion

- Reduce port-related costs

- Maintain operational flexibility and schedule
integrity
Crew handovers can often be completed at sea
during passage, providing additional time for
structured handovers between on-signing and
off-signing crew, without the pressures commonly
associated with port calls.

Transport Connectivity &
Airport Access

Brixham benefits from strong road connectivity,
allowing efficient crew movement to and from
major UK international airports. BSAS regularly
arranges private taxi transfers for crew and
riding personnel, providing reliable door-to-door
transport.

Typical road transfer times from Brixham are:

- London Heathrow Airport - approx 3.5 - 4 hours

- London Gatwick Airport - approx 4 - 4.5 hours

- Bristol Airport - approx 2 - 2.5 hours

- Exeter Airport - approx 1 - 1.5 hours

- Birmingham Airport - approx 3.5 - 4 hours
These transfer times allow BSAS to plan crew

changes efficiently, aligning flight schedules with
launch operations and vessel movements.

Support for Riding Personnel
& Specialists

In addition to routine crew changes, BSAS
regularly supports the transfer of:

- Technicians and engineers
+ Superintendents and technical managers
- Surveyors and inspectors

- Riding squads and specialist personnel

These transfers are often time-critical and
coordinated alongside surveys, inspections, or
repair works. BSAS ensures that all personnel
movements are executed safely, efficiently, and
with minimal impact on vessel schedules.

24/7 Operational Support

Crew changes and personnel transfers are
supported by our 24 hours a day, 7 days a

week operations team, providing continuous
coordination and flexibility to respond to changing
schedules, weather conditions, or short-notice
requirements.

For further information or to discuss crew change
planning for your vessel, please contact Brixham
Ship Agency Services. Our operations team is
always available and ready to assist.



operating 24 hours a day, 365 days a year,
supporting a wide range of vessel operations off
Brixham, within Torbay, and throughout Lyme Bay.

Our launch services are a core element of our
offshore support capability, enabling vessels to
receive personnel, pilots, and supplies efficiently
without the need for port entry. All launch
movements are planned and coordinated by
BSAS's experienced operations team to ensure
safe, reliable, and timely transfers.

Boarding Locations & Offshore
Capability

Boarding and landing positions are typically
located 2-4 miles offshore, depending on a
vessel's draft and operational requirements. These
short offshore distances provide several key
advantages:

+ Reduced launch transit times
- Lower exposure during transfers

- Improved reliability during adverse or
changeable weather
The sheltered geography of Torbay and
surrounding waters further enhances safety
and operational consistency, making Brixham
a dependable location for offshore launch
operations throughout the year.

BSAS coordinates launch operations to support:
- Crew changes and personnel transfers,
including officers, crew, and riding personnel

- Deep Sea and harbour pilot embarkation and
disembarkation, including pre-carried and
over-carried pilots

- Boarding of provisions, stores, charts, and mail

- Transfers to vessels underway or at anchor,
depending on operational needs
Launch transfers are carefully scheduled to align
with vessel movements, weather conditions, and
operational priorities.



Lyme Bay Deep-Water
Operations

In addition to operations off Brixnam and within
Torbay, the launch is capable of operating out to
the Lyme Bay deep-water anchorage, supporting
larger and deeper-draft vessels.

This extended operating range allows BSAS
to assist vessels that are unable or unsuitable
to operate closer inshore, providing continued
access to launch-based services without
compromising safety or efficiency.

Operational Planning &
Coordination

All launch services are coordinated by BSAS's
24/7 operations team, who manage:

- Timing and scheduling of transfers

« Communication with vessel masters and
operators

- Weather and sea state monitoring
- Coordination with pilotage, crew changes, and
provisioning
By integrating launch services with our wider
agency, pilotage, and logistics support, BSAS
ensures clear communication and smooth
execution across all aspects of an operation.

Safety & Reliability

Safety is central to all launch operations arranged
by BSAS. Transfers are planned with careful
consideration of prevailing conditions, vessel
characteristics, and personnel requirements,
ensuring operations are conducted responsibly
and efficiently.

Integrated Offshore Support

Launch services are frequently combined with:

- Crew changes and personnel transfers
- Pilot embarkation or landing
- Provisioning and stores delivery
- Diving or inspection operations
This integrated approach reduces operational

complexity and minimises disruption for vessel
operators.

For further information or to discuss launch
requirements for your vessel, please contact
Brixham Ship Agency Services. Our operations
team is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
and ready to assist.



supply service for vessels operating at anchor
or underway off Brixham, within Torbay, and
throughout Lyme Bay.

Our provisioning service is designed to support
both routine replenishment and larger, time-
critical resupply operations, allowing vessels

to receive high-quality supplies without the
need to enter port. All orders are managed and
coordinated by our experienced operations team
to ensure efficient delivery aligned with vessel
schedules and operational requirements.

Wide Range of Provisions &
Stores

Through a network of trusted and well-
established local suppliers, BSAS is able to source
a broad range of items, including:
- Fresh produce, including fruit, vegetables,
dairy, and chilled goods

- Dry provisions, such as ambient food products
and galley supplies

- Bonded and non-bonded stores, subject to
applicable regulations

- Specialist and vessel-specific items, tailored to
individual vessel or crew requirements
Our strong relationships with local suppliers allow
us to maintain high standards of quality, freshness,
and reliability, with the flexibility to respond to
short-notice or bespoke requests where possible.

BSAS manages the full coordination of
provisioning orders, including:

- Order placement and supplier liaison
- Consolidation of items from multiple suppliers
- Scheduling of delivery and boarding

- Communication with vessel masters and
operators

By consolidating supplies into a single delivery
wherever possible, we help reduce transfer
time, minimise disruption, and improve overall
efficiency.



Offshore Delivery Capability

Provisions and stores can be boarded using:

- Offshore launch services for smaller or urgent
deliveries

- Dedicated service vessels for larger resupply
operations
BSAS works with service vessels capable of
carrying up to 16 pallets per trip, with a maximum
payload of 10 tonnes, making the Brixham and
Lyme Bay area particularly well suited for larger-
scale provisioning operations.

This capability allows vessels to receive significant
quantities of stores while remaining offshore,
avoiding berth dependency and port congestion.

Integrated Service Delivery

Where operationally suitable, provisioning is
coordinated alongside:

- Crew changes and personnel transfers
- Pilot embarkation or disembarkation

- Other agency or logistical services

This integrated approach reduces overall
operational impact, streamlines scheduling, and
helps minimise costs for vessel operators.

Operational Flexibility &
Reliability

All provisioning operations are planned with
careful consideration of:

- Vessel draft and location

- Weather and sea state

- Launch and service vessel availability

- Timing relative to other offshore operations

Our 24/7 operations team monitors each
delivery to ensure safe execution and clear
communication throughout the process.



Harbour Pilots - Pre-Carried &
Over-Carried

Brixham Ship Agency Services (BSAS) specialises
in the embarkation, landing, and repatriation of
both pre-carried and over-carried harbour pilots,
providing reliable and professional support for
vessels operating in and around the English
Channel and adjacent waters.

Harbour pilot transfers are often time-critical and
highly dependent on weather and operational
conditions. Brixham's sheltered waters, short
offshore transfer distances, and strategic location
make it a dependable and frequently utilised
location for harbour pilot movements, particularly
when planned embarkation or disembarkation at
other ports has not been possible.

Pre-Carried Harbour Pilots

BSAS arranges the safe embarkation and landing
of pre-carried harbour pilots, coordinating

closely with vessel masters, pilotage authorities,
and launch operators. Transfers are planned to
minimise disruption to the vessel's schedule while
ensuring pilot safety and compliance with all
relevant requirements.

Over-Carried Harbour Pilots

In situations where a harbour pilot has been
unable to disembark at the intended port due to
adverse weather, traffic congestion, or operational
disruption, BSAS provides a complete service for
the landing and repatriation of over-carried UK
and EU harbour pilots.

Our service includes:

- Safe disembarkation via offshore launch

- Liaison with pilotage authorities and relevant
stakeholders

- Arrangement of accommodation where
required

- Coordination of taxis, flights, and onward travel

- Ongoing communication to ensure pilot welfare
and timely repatriation



BSAS manages all aspects of launch coordination,
including:

- Scheduling and timing of transfers

+ Monitoring weather and sea state

« Communication with vessel masters

- Liaison with pilotage and port authorities

By managing these elements through a

single operations team, BSAS ensures clear
communication and efficient execution of pilot
movements.

Operational Experience &
Reliability

Our operations team has extensive experience
handling time-critical and weather-sensitive
harbour pilot transfers, often at short notice.
We understand the importance of minimising
disruption to vessel schedules while prioritising
pilot safety and compliance.

Integrated Offshore Support

Harbour pilot transfers can be coordinated
alongside:

- Crew changes and personnel transfers
- Deep Sea Pilot embarkation or disembarkation

- Provisioning and stores delivery

This integrated approach reduces operational
complexity and allows vessel operators to deal
with a single, experienced agency partner.

For further information or to discuss harbour pilot
arrangements for your vessel, please contact
Brixham Ship Agency Services. Our operations
team is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
and ready to assist.



Diving Services

Brixham Ship Agency Services (BSAS) arranges
professional commercial diving services within
Torbay, providing vessel operators with a practical
and reliable solution for underwater inspection,
maintenance, and minor repair requirements.

Torbay's naturally sheltered waters make it an
ideal location for diving operations, particularly
when offshore conditions elsewhere in the
English Channel or Lyme Bay are unsuitable.
This sheltered environment allows essential
underwater work to be carried out safely and
efficiently, often without the need for port entry
or significant deviation from a vessel's planned
voyage.

Scope of Diving Operations

Working with experienced, fully approved local
commercial diving contractors, BSAS coordinates
a wide range of underwater services, including:
- Hull and underwater shell plating inspections,
including visual condition checks

+ Propeller, rudder, and thruster inspections,
supporting fault diagnosis or class
requirements

- Sea chest, intake, and overboard inspections,
particularly where blockages or restricted flow
are suspected

- Minor underwater maintenance and remedial
works, subject to suitability and conditions

- Pre-purchase, condition, and class-related
inspections, supporting commercial or
technical assessments

- Damage assessments following contact,
grounding, or heavy weather, providing rapid
condition reporting

All diving operations are planned and executed in
line with applicable health and safety legislation,
port authority requirements, and industry best
practice.



ur role includes:
- Liaison with approved diving contractors

- Coordination with harbour and pilotage
authorities

- Selection of suitable anchorages and working
locations

- Planning around weather, tide, visibility, and
vessel draft

+ Coordination of launch or service vessels
where required

- Ongoing communication with vessel masters,
operators, and technical managers

By integrating diving services into our wider
agency role, BSAS helps minimise downtime and
ensures underwater works are completed with
minimal disruption to vessel operations.

Advantages of Diving
Operations in Torbay

Torbay offers several key advantages for vessel
diving services:
- Sheltered waters providing improved working
conditions

+ Reduced exposure to swell compared with
open-sea locations

- Ability to remain at anchor rather than entering
port

- Efficient coordination with launch, pilotage, and
agency services

These factors make Torbay a preferred location for
both planned and reactive diving requirements.

standards, and ensure that:
+ Risk assessments and method statements are
reviewed

- All required permissions and notifications are in
place

- Operations are conducted within agreed safety
parameters

- Vessel masters are fully briefed prior to
commencement
Our local knowledge enables us to advise on the
suitability of conditions and timing, helping to
avoid unnecessary delays or aborted operations.

Short-Notice & Reactive
Support

Where contractor availability and conditions
allow, BSAS can assist with short-notice or urgent
diving requirements, such as damage inspections
or pre-departure checks. Our established local
relationships enable a responsive and practical
approach to time-critical requests.

Integrated Offshore Support

Diving operations can be coordinated alongside:

- Crew changes and personnel transfers
+ Pilot embarkation or disembarkation

- Stores and provisions delivery

This integrated approach reduces overall
operational impact and simplifies coordination for
vessel operators.



established fishing ports, Brixham Ship Agency
Services (BSAS) supplies vessels with high-quality
fresh fish and live crab, often landed the same day
as delivery.

Brixham is widely recognised as a major fishing
hub, and BSAS's close working relationships with
local fishermen, fish merchants, and shellfish
suppliers allow us to provide vessels with
exceptionally fresh, traceable produce sourced
directly from the local catch.

Quality, Freshness &
Provenance

All fish and shellfish supplied through BSAS are
sourced locally, ensuring:

- Short supply chains and minimal handling
- High standards of freshness and quality

+ Full traceability to local landings

Live crab and shellfish are handled carefully

to maintain condition throughout storage and
transfer, ensuring they are delivered to vessels in
optimal condition.

BSAS works with vessel operators to arrange

fresh fish and crab supplies tailored to individual
requirements. Availability varies depending on
seasonal landings, and current availability lists and
order forms can be provided on request.

Orders are planned in coordination with vessel
schedules to ensure timely delivery and minimal
disruption.

Operational Advantages

Supplying fresh fish and crab off Brixham offers
several operational benefits:

- Access to premium-quality, locally sourced
produce

- No requirement for port entry or berthing
-+ Reduced delays and operational disruption

+ Ability to combine delivery with crew changes,
pilot transfers, or other agency services
Where possible, BSAS coordinates fresh fish and
crab supply alongside other offshore services to
optimise efficiency and reduce overall cost.

24/7 Coordination & Support

All fresh supply operations are coordinated by
BSAS's 24/7 operations team, ensuring clear
communication between suppliers, launch
operators, and vessel masters.



Ships’ Mail Handling

BSAS provides a secure and organised ships' mail
handling service, including:

- Receipt of mail on behalf of the vessel
- Secure storage at our office

+ Coordination of offshore boarding via launch

Mail deliveries are planned in line with vessel
schedules and other offshore operations, ensuring
timely and efficient transfer.

SIM Cards, Spares
& Urgent Items

In addition to charts and mail, BSAS regularly
coordinates the delivery of:

+ SIM cards and communications equipment
+ Vessel spares and consumables

+ Documents and urgent courier items

ltems can be delivered to BSAS's office,
consolidated where appropriate, and boarded to
the vessel via launch or service vessel.

Logistics Coordination &
Security

BSAS manages all aspects of logistics and
boarding arrangements, including:

- Scheduling of deliveries
+ Launch coordination
« Communication with vessel masters

+ Monitoring of timing and weather conditions

This ensures that all items are delivered securely,
efficiently, and in line with vessel operational
requirements.

Integrated Offshore Support

Where possible, charts, mail, and courier items
are boarded alongside:

- Crew changes and personnel transfers
+ Pilot embarkation or disembarkation

+ Provisioning and stores delivery

This integrated approach reduces operational
disruption and improves efficiency for vessel
operators.



ip Agency Services
comprehensive cruise ship agency services for

provides

cruise vessels calling at Torbay and Dartmouth,
supporting both scheduled and ad-hoc cruise
operations.

Located within the English Riviera, Torbay and
Dartmouth offer sheltered anchorages and access
to a region renowned for its coastal scenery,
historic towns, and visitor attractions. BSAS acts
as the central coordination point between the
vessel and all shore-side stakeholders, ensuring
that each call is planned and executed efficiently,
safely, and in full compliance with local and
national requirements.

Pre-Arrival Planning &
Coordination

detailed local knowledge and operational
guidance. Our pre-arrival services include:

- Liaison with harbour and port authorities

- Coordination of port clearance and regulatory
requirements

- UK Border Force arrangements

- Advance planning of anchorage and tender
operations

- Scheduling around weather forecasts, tidal
conditions, and local traffic

This forward planning allows potential issues to be
identified early and mitigated effectively.

rrival,
Support

ay epariure

During a vessel's call, BSAS provides continuous
on-the-ground coordination, supporting:

- Passenger tender operations and scheduling

- Passenger transfers and shore excursion
logistics

- Crew movements and crew logistics

- Liaison with local service providers and
authorities

- Management of ad-hoc vessel or passenger
requests
By maintaining clear communication with the
vessel and shore-side partners, BSAS helps
ensure a smooth and well-managed operation
throughout the stay.

Passenger Experience &
Local Expertise

Torbay and Dartmouth provide cruise passengers
with access to a wide range of attractions,
including coastal towns, historic sites, scenic
landscapes, and cultural experiences. BSAS's
local knowledge allows us to support efficient
tender operations and shore-side logistics,
contributing to a positive passenger experience.

We work closely with local stakeholders to
ensure passenger movements ashore are well
coordinated and aligned with local capacity and
infrastructure.



Weather & Contingency
Management

Weather conditions are a key consideration for
cruise ship calls. BSAS actively monitors forecasts
and works closely with vessels to adjust plans
where required, including tender schedules and
operational timings. The sheltered anchorages
within Torbay provide additional flexibility during
less favourable conditions.

Integrated Agency Support

As part of our wider agency offering, BSAS can
also coordinate:

- Crew changes and personnel transfers
- Pilotage and launch services

- Provisions, stores, and specialist supplies

This integrated approach allows cruise operators
to work with a single, experienced agency team,
reducing complexity and enhancing reliability.

A Trusted Local Partner

With extensive experience supporting cruise
vessels in the region, BSAS provides cruise
operators with a reliable and knowledgeable local
partner, focused on safety, operational efficiency,
and service quality.

And Much More

If your requirement is not listed above, please
contact us.

BSAS offers bespoke maritime support services,
tailored to the specific operational needs of each
vessel.
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Deep Sea and Coastal Pilots Ltd has ISO 9001:2015 Quality Assurance certification

and is audited regularly for compliance by Lloyds Register of London.



